
Northern Cairngorms - Issued 07/12/2025

Avalanche Hazard Forecast - FOR PERIOD 18:00HRS Sun 07/12/2025 TO 18:00HRS Mon 08/12/2025

Hazard Level Avalanche Probabilty

Very High Natural and human triggered avalanches will occur. Numerous very large, often extremely large natural
avalanches can be expected.

HighHigh Natural and human triggered avalanches will occur. In some cases, numerous large, often very large sized
natural avalanches can be expected.

Considerable Natural and human triggered avalanches possible, in some cases large, in isolated cases very large sized
natural avalanches are possible.

ModerateModerate Very large sized natural avalanches are unlikely. Human triggering possible in indicated steep places.

Low Only small and medium sized natural avalanches are possible. Human triggering possible in steep, extreme
terrain.

Forecast Weather Influences

Precipitation is expected in the first half of the night, with isolated showers later. These are expected to be of rain at all levels with the
exception of some summit sleet and snow. Winds will be for the South-South-West and very strong to gale force. The freezing level will be
around 1200-1400 metres.

Forecast Snow Stability and Avalanche Hazard

The snowpack will be mostly stable becoming moist on all aspects and elevations, with a trace of wet snow on the highest summits. The
snow cover will mostly be above 900 metres, with the greatest extents in North facing coires and plateau areas. The slow thaw will continue
resulting in considerable snow loss. Residual cornices remain, presenting an ongoing threat of collapse. The avalanche hazard will be Low.

Observed Avalanche Hazard - Sun 07/12/2025

Observed Weather Influences

A dry night with summit snow followed by rain at all levels. The wind was initially moderate South-Westerly, before backing to the South-
East and increasing to gale force later. The Freezing level was at around 1300 metres.

Observed Snow Stability and Avalanche Hazard

Localised accumulations of snow are subject to a stabilising trend as summit temperatures fluctuate. Inversion conditions overnight created
a firm widespread crust above 1100 metres. Below this level the snowpack is soft, moist and subject to a slow thaw. Residual cornices
remain in some locations, principally above North-West to North-East aspects above 1100 metres. The avalanche hazard is Low.

Mountain Conditions

Observed Mountain Travel
Conditions

Firm snow and ice above 1100 metres following an overnight radiation freeze. Clear in the morning
with poor visibility in the afternoon. Winds 30-40 mph with some stronger gusts.
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